
The Vancouver Area Racing Circuit (VARC) is pleased to announce the 2024 VARC No ce of Race (NOR) 
and VARC Schedule of Events 

There are some big changes in the VARC NOR this year: 

We welcome the Kitsilano Yacht Club to VARC who will be hos ng the new “Spring has Sprung” Rega a 
on May 25. 

We have added the return of the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club’s WAVES Keelboat Rega a on June 15-16. 

As we now have 12 Events (6 Rega as and 6 Distance), we have moved from scoring Event-Days back to 
Events.  The Rega a Series will be best 5 out of 6 Rega as and the Distance Series will be best 5 out of 6 
Distance Races.  Division Championships will be best 10 out of 12 Rega a and Distance Scores and VARC 
Boat of the Year (BOTY) Championship will be best 10 out of 12 Rega a and Distance Scores Overall. 

The Shorthanded Series will remain best 5 Events, but the WVYC/NYC/RNSA Nanaimo Race (celebra ng 
the 50th Edi on) will be scored as two Events (Day 1 to Nanaimo; & Day 2 Return from Nanaimo). 

We have re-defined Division splits as ORC GPH is being phased out and replaced with ORC APH.  In 
addi on, to address the size of the ra ng spread in Div 1, we have added a new Big Boat Division, Div 0.  
The VARC Divisions are now defined as follows: 

Div 0 ORC APH TOD 400.0 to <480.0 
Div 1 ORC APH TOD 480.0 to <530.0 
Div 2 ORC APH TOD 530.0 to <580.0 
Div 3 PHRF 100 to 173 
Div 4 PHRF Sportboat Class Rules 
Div 7 PHRF 174 to 275 
 

As few 2024 ORC Cer ficates have been issued to date, we can not be sure that the division breaks are 
perfect.  Therefore, we are allowing boats that are +/- 5 pts ORC APH from the division split to choose 
Divisions, as long as it is done in their first race of the season and they no fy the VARC Scorer. 

In order to ensure fairer racing, we have defined Division-sanc oned events and courses for VARC 
Scoring.  A lis ng of these defined division-sanc oned events and courses is listed in Table 1 of the VARC 
NOR, on the VARC website Racing page, and below for reference. 

We can all agree that one principle of a fair race is that boats scored against each other should: 1) start 
at the same me and place; 2) sail the same course around the same marks; and 3) finish at the same 
place.  So, for example, all Div 1 & 2 boats racing in Southern Straits now must be entered and sail on the 
ORC-Medium Course if they wish to be scored for VARC.  The ra onale: WVYC have loosened the 
requirements for entry to Straits courses.  So, for example, a Farr 30 could enter any of the Long Course, 
the ORC-Medium Course, the PHRF-Medium Course, or the Short Course as per the Southern Straits 
Event Rules.  This change eliminates that ambiguity and ensures level racing. 

We look forward to seeing everyone out on the water this season and celebra ng your success at the VARC 
Awards Gala on Friday, October 25, 2024 at the Vancouver Rowing Club. 

Jason Saunderson, Chair, VARC  



 

Table 1 VARC Schedule of Events 

Date Event Club Series Division-sanc oned events & courses 

March 23 VARC Opener  RVYC Rega a  Div 0,1,2,3,4,7 

March 29-30 Southern Straits WVYC Distance  Div 0 – Long Course 
Div 1,2 – ORC Medium Course 
Div 3,7 – Short Course 
Div 4 – Inshore Course 

April 20 Passage Island TCYC Shorthanded  Shorthanded Division 

April 27 Halibut Bank/Popham Island WVYC Distance  Div 0,1,2 – Halibut Bank Course 
Div 3,4,7 – Popham Island Course 

May 25 Spring Has Sprung! Rega a KYC Rega a Div 0,1,2,3,4,7 

June 1  RNSA Nanaimo Race Day 1 WVYC Shorthanded  Shorthanded Division 

June 2 RNSA Nanaimo Race Day 2 WVYC Shorthanded Shorthanded Division 

June 8 Round Bowen Race BIYC Distance Div 0,1,2,3,4,7 

June 15-16 WAVES Keelboat Rega a RVYC Rega a Div 0,1,2,3,4,7 

July 13-14 Summer Rega a VRC Rega a  Div 0,1,2,3,4,7 

July 26-28 SOAR1 SYC Distance  Div 0,1,2,3,4,7 

August 17 English Bay Scramble TCYC Distance  Div 0,1,2,3,4,7 

August 24 Ken & Barbie VRC Shorthanded  Shorthanded Division 

August 25 Jack & Jill  WVYC Shorthanded  Shorthanded Division 

Sept. 7-8 Deep Cove Rega a DCYC Rega a  Div 0,1,2,3,4,7 

Sept. 14-15 Howe Sound WVYC Rega a  Div 0,1,2,3,4,7 

Sept. 28 Fraser River Lightship RVYC Distance  Div 0,1,2 – Long course to S1 
Div 3,7 – Short course to T10 

Note:  1-VARC scores SOAR only on the Saturday. 

 

 

 


